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Letter from the Editor
by ASHLEY BOREN
For the March 2020 issue of Millennial, I decided to design my own version of an online magazine. I drew
inspiration from digital versions of magazines such as Cosmopolitan, Vogue, Teen Vogue and Essence. I used
the colors and fonts from my brand style guide so that the look was cohesive, but still different from other
documents I’ve created in Writing 155A.
After a fair amount of procrastination, I found the process of designing my magazine fun and therapeutic
amidst the stress of current events. I used Canva to design the magazine and images from Unsplash to bring
it to life. I decided to name my magazine Millennial for a couple reasons: 1) I am technically part of Gen Z, but
that doesn’t have the same ring as Millennial, 2) I like the television show Younger, which follows characters
who work at a publishing company named Millennial, and 3) honestly, I just think the word looks nice in the
font I used.
Most online magazines I looked at used submenus with over 10 different sections, but I opted for a simple
menu at the top of each page, similar to Teen Vogue’s and Essence’s sites. However, every online magazine
has a subscribe button in the top right corner, and mine is no exception. The button is in blue to provide
contrast and encourage readers to click and subscribe. Pages 1 and 2 give a preview of what the main page
of my magazine looks like, while Page 3 shows the main page when readers hover over certain images. Pages
4 and 5 show a sample of an article layout.
I used the principles of negative space, alignment, proximity, hierarchy, repetition, and contrast. On the main
page, I made the top headline bigger in front of a blue background, which stands out from the white
background and the smaller headlines further down the page. The contrast brings the reader’s attention to
the most important story.
As I looked at different online magazines, I noticed that repetition is very important, particularly in
formatting article headlines, the author name, caption, and section. That’s why the two sample article
headlines, “How to Do You Skincare the Right Way” and “Lauv’s New Album Shows Us the Future of Music,”
follow the exact same formatting and spacing. For example, the article's section (e.g., Wellness,
Entertainment) are in all caps, bold, and in the same color and font.
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Another example of repetition is in the headings for What’s New (p. 1) and From the Magazine (p. 2). Both
headings are in all lowercase and are surrounded by a thick pink line. The repetition creates consistency,
clearly navigating readers from one section to another.
From the Magazine features articles from the print version of the magazine, which Vogue and
Cosmopolitan's digital versions also do. However, I decided to do differentiate Millennial by changing the
regular article formatting in this section: readers can hover over the photos to reveal the article titles.
I broke alignment in the Ariel Kaye profile twice, both times to emphasize her quotes. Her first quote, on
page 4, aligns to the right instead of the left, and her quote on page 5 is not aligned to the text. Instead, it is
centered in the middle of the text box underneath it.
Throughout the magazine, I maintained the use of negative space to make sure readers can focus on the
content rather than feel overwhelmed from too much going on. The white borders ensure each page is not
too busy, and the borders between the images in From the Magazine keep each article organized and
separated. Similarly, I kept the principle of proximity in mind when I added more space between different
sections. For example, there is more white space before the What’s New heading than there is after it, which
shows the relation between the article and its section.
Overall, I’m really happy with how the March issue turned out. I’m particularly proud of the From the
Magazine section and the first page of the Ariel Kaye profile. Many online magazines have lost the creative
designs that were essential in print. I think my design infused more creativity into the standard online
magazine layout without compromising clarity and organization. The Ariel Kaye article actually reminds me of
the pages of Seventeen magazine, but adapted to a digital format. (In case you were wondering, I'm bolding
key words in this letter because the former Seventeen editor-in-chief, Ann Shoket, did that in hers).
I grew up reading Teen Vogue and Seventeen in print. I miss the feeling of holding a magazine in my hands,
flipping through each page, and ripping out the annoyingly strong smelling perfume samples. But many
magazines are only available online now, either because they went out of print or they never were to begin
with. Millennial is an online magazine for the next generation of young girls who don't have the magazines I
grew up with. They might not be able to cut out their favorite quotes or outfits from the pages, but they can
still read Millennial to learn about the issues they care about and recognize the power they already hold
within themselves.

ashley boren
Ashley Boren // Editor-In-Chief
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Day In the Life
of a Nurse
During the
Coronavirus
Pandemic

what's new
WELLNESS

How to Do Your Skincare Routine
the Right Way
Professionals give us all their tips.
by ASHLEY BOREN
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Lauv's New Album Shows Us the
Future of Music
The album, ~how i'm feeling~, is out worldwide..
by ASHLEY BOREN

from the magazine
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from the magazine
LIFESTYLE

5 Things to Do for a Girls' Night In
You don't need to go out to have a good time..
by ASHLEY BOREN

The New
Ariel Kaye
by ASHLEY BOREN
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Style and
confidence
requires knowing
yourself and
wearing what you
feel best in.
ARIEL KAYE
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How Ariel Kaye Got Her Groove Back
by ASHLEY BOREN
Apparently we had reached a great height in the atmosphere, for the sky was a dead black, and the stars had ceased
to twinkle. By the same illusion which lifts the horizon of the sea to the level of the spectator on a hillside, the sable
cloud beneath was dished out, and the car seemed to float in the middle of an immense dark sphere, whose upper
half was strewn with silver. Looking down into the dark gulf below, I could see a ruddy light streaming through a rift in
the clouds.

I had to ask myself,
are you really
happy where you're
at or are you just
comfortable?

Apparently we had reached a great height in the
atmosphere, for the sky was a dead black, and the stars had
ceased to twinkle. By the same illusion which lifts the
horizon of the sea to the level of the spectator on a hillside,
the sable cloud beneath was dished out, and the car
seemed to float in the middle of an immense dark sphere,
whose upper half was strewn with silver. Looking down into
the dark gulf below, I could see a ruddy light streaming
through a rift in the clouds.

